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Disclosure Statement for Biology
Teacher: 
  Kathryn Blattman


email:

  kathryn.blattman@jordandistrict.org 
Phone:                  801-567-8530   ext: 7220
Room #:                2516

Course website:  http://hhsbiology-blattman.weebly.com   
Tutoring availability:   I am available before and after school for help.  Let me know if you are coming in case I have a meeting.
Class fee:  $15.  This covers the cost of supplies that have to be replaced each year (such as chemicals, dissection animals and any broken glassware.) 
Course description:   Biology is the study of life.  During the year we will learn the structure and functions of cells, inheritance, evolution and classification.  We will study the types of living things and their relationship to each other and the environment.  We begin by learning how to collect data, take measurements, use scientific tools and how to represent data on charts and graphs.  We will use these skills throughout the year.  

Grades will be determined by your participation in the following:
1. Tests-Each unit will have a test over the material covered.
2. Labs- Many labs will involve consumable materials.  For that reason, it is impossible to make up those labs.  If a student is absent on a lab day, an alternate assignment will be given.
3. Classwork / Homework- Most of our work will be done in class.  Any assignment not completed during the class time becomes homework and is expected to be turned in the next class period.  

4. Science Journal- New core requirements state that each student will read and write in science as well as in English classes.  We will do about 10 journal entries per quarter.
5. Attendance and participation- The Herriman High School attendance policy will be followed.  
In addition, students will be given 100 points for each quarter as an attendance and participation grade.  Each tardy deducts 5 points from that amount.  In order to receive participation points students are expected to bring their book to class, participate in the activities, use class time wisely and work with other students in the laboratory in a cooperative manner.  Using cell phones in class means the student is not participating and points will be lost.
6. Extra Credit- An opportunity for extra credit will be given each quarter.
Late work and make up work:

School policy states that each student has 5 days from the return of an absence to make up work for full credit.  After that point the work may still be turned in but may be marked down.  Please come and talk to me if you know you will be missing several days of school or have special circumstances regarding makeup work.
There is a folder for each class by the classroom door where I put any handouts that we do.  If you were absent please check there first for what you need.  
Remediation Policy

Students may choose to retake one test per quarter.  In order to retake a test the student must:

1. Inform the instructor of which test they wish to retake.

2. Complete the remediation assignment for that test.

3. Attend at least one RTI session with the teacher to demonstrate that they have reviewed the material.

4. Complete the test retake prior to the last day of the quarter in which the original test was given

5. The retake score is the one that will be recorded in Skyward even if it is lower than the original score!
Quarter grades:
Grades are based on the percentage of points earned by the student.  The grade breakdown is as follows:

	93 - 100%     A 
	83 - 86%       B
	73 - 76%      C
	63 - 67%      D

	90 - 92%       A- 
	80 - 82%       B-
	70 - 72%      C-
	60 - 62%      D-

	87 - 89%       B+
	77 - 79%       C+ 
	67 - 69%      D+
	0   - 59%      F


Behavior and class rules:  

It is expected that students will follow all rules found in the Herriman High School Handbook.  In addition, the following is a list of expected behaviors for this class.  

1. Students are expected to show respect for the teacher and other students at all times.  This includes no put downs, bullying, or inappropriate language.
2. Students are expected to be on time and come prepared to work with their assigned book, pencil, and notes.
3. Students must sign a safety contract and follow the safety procedures during all lab activities.  

4. No food or drink is allowed in class.  This is in accordance with safety guidelines for science labs.
5. No cell phones or other electronic devices that may disrupt the class can be used during class time.

6. Students should come dressed according to the approved dress code.

Consequences: 

Following the above rules means you will be able to do the activities safely and without losing participation points.  The class will be a pleasant place to be and work.    

Breaking of rules may bring the following negative consequences:

1. If a student is practicing unsafe behavior in the lab they will be asked to sit down or leave the room.  Zero points will be given for that activity.

2. Students causing disruptions that prevent learning will be talked to separately.  Parents and administrators may be contacted if necessary.

3. Food or drink (other than water) that is brought into the classroom will be taken away and held until the end of the period.

4. If a student has a cell phone out or in use he / she will be asked to put it away.  If the student continues to use the phone it will be taken away per school policy and the student may pick it up after class or from an administrator.

5. Dress code violations will be reported to the office so that the student can make a change in clothing.

Administrative approval:___________________________________________________
Laboratory Safety Contract

Ms. Blattman









 

Biology

We will be doing many laboratory activities in Biology this year.  Some will require the use of chemicals, preserved animals, sharp instruments and glassware.  To ensure a safe science classroom there are some rules that all students must follow.
Read each rule below and make sure you understand it.  Sign the contract below along with a parent or guardian.  You need to know and follow these rules along with any others given for a particular lab.  Failure to follow these rules may have you removed from the lab area.

1. Follow all written and verbal instructions carefully.  If you do not understand a direction or a procedure, ask the instructor.

2. When first entering the room, do not touch any equipment, chemicals or other materials until you have been instructed to do so.

3. Do not have any food or drink in the lab.  Do not use any lab glassware as a container for food or drinks.

4. Never fool around in the lab.  Horseplay, practical jokes and pranks are dangerous and prohibited.

5. Know the locations of all safety equipment including eyewash, fire extinguisher, fire blanket and safety shower.

6. Keep your work area clean and tidy at all times.  Clean the table surface and any equipment used at the end of the experiment.

7. Wash hands with soap and water after each lab. 

8. Students are not permitted in the science storage or prep areas without a teacher.

9. When using glassware keep it near the center of the table.

10. When using scalpels always cut away from you.  Never try to catch a falling sharp instrument.

11. Any time strong chemicals are used students will wear goggles.  There is no exception to this rule!

12. Shoes must be worn in the lab area.

13. Report any spills, breakage, or injury to the instructor immediately.

14. If a chemical gets in your eye immediately flush with water from the eye station for 20 minutes.

15. All chemicals are to be considered dangerous.

16. Do not handle broken glassware with your bare hands.  Examine glassware before using it to make sure it is not cracked or chipped.

17. Do not leave anything that is being heated unattended.  Turn off hot plates when not in use.

Return to Ms. Blattman in room 2516.

STUDENT NAME (please print)

________________________________________

STUDENT SIGNATURE



________________________________________

PARENT / GUARDIAN SIGNATURE

________________________________________

Please sign below that you have read and understand the class policies and procedures.  

Return to Ms. Blattman in room 2516.

STUDENT NAME (please print)

________________________________________
STUDENT SIGNATURE


________________________________________
PARENT / GUARDIAN SIGNATURE
________________________________________
�





Purpose Statement:  


We are dedicated to providing students with a high quality education and preparing them to thrive in a dynamic society as caring, creative, and responsible adults.





Vision Statement:


Quality students today...dynamic leaders tomorrow!








